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e are deep into winter
U —» here in Nanjing but | re-
cently felt the first rays of spring
shining a warm glow onto my
face, at least metaphorically any-
way. | was alerted to the news that
the quintessential warm weather
sport cricket will be starting again
in Nanjing soon.

Nanjing University of Aeronaut-
ics and Astronautics Cricket Club
(NCC) will be holding a cricket
tournament at the university cam-
pus in Jiangning starting in March
this year.

The tournament will be played
over three weeks starting on Sat-
urday, 28th March.

The first weekend is the qualify-
ing round. 12 teams will each play
one game after which four teams
will be eliminated, the winners
progressing to the Super 8 round
to be played the following week-
end.

The Super 8, essentially the
quarter-final stage, will whittle the
teams down by half. The semi-fi-
nal and final will be played on the
weekend commencing 11th April.

The tournament is being or-
ganised by NCC with the aim of
“brining awareness of cricket to
a Chinese audience”, according

T a—

to Suhaib Khan, the head of the
organising committee.

There are many cricket lovers in
Nanjing from countries such as
Pakistan and India, he further ex-
plains. The tournament is a chance
fo bring all these cricket lovers to-
gether and show the local popula-
tion, who are mostly unaware of
cricket, what the game is all about.

The tournament will start the same
weekend as the final of the ICC
Cricket World Cup being held in
Australia this year. The organis-
ers hope that the buzz around the
Cricket World Cup with filter into the
Nanjing tournament.

Teams will consist of 11 players.
The standard rules of cricket will
apply with the only difference being
the use of a ‘tennis’ball. In Pakistan
and India, where cricket is hugely
popular, tennis ball cricket is played
as a street form of the game.

The ball is slightly harder than a nor-
mal tennis ball and is a bit heavier;
therefore it doesn’t have the same
bounce. This form of cricket can be
played on all surfaces and does not
require the batters to wear padded
protection.

Each game runs for 10 overs with
the final and semi-final increasing
fo 15 overs for each team.

The fee to enter a team is ¥350
with the winner taking a cash prize
of ¥1,200 and a trophy. The runner
up will take a cash prize of ¥750
and a medal for each member of
the team.

The tournament fee includes all the
necessary equipment from bats to
balls. The organisers will also pro-
vide basic refreshments and space
for spectators to watch the games.
Teams must be registered by 14
March.

One week before the tournament
starts the team captains will meet at
a pre-tournament party to pay the
subscription fees and be briefed on
the final arrangements for the tour-
nament.

The organising committee are cur-
rently looking for sponsors for the
tournament. They hope to appeal
to those looking to reach both a for-
eign and Chinese audience.

NCC is further hoping to recruit
long-term sponsors for the cricket
club as they move into the future.
If you or anyone you know would
like to get involved with sponsoring
the tournament or club then please
contact Suhaib Khan as follows:

Email: suhaib_khan24@yahoo.com
WeChat: SuhaibKhan1993
Phone: 17751755914 [
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The Rules of
Gricket

My American friend Brian has been
asking to join my cricket team for
ages. As we play on Sunday morn-
ings, he never seems to make it,
but that doesn’t stop him thinking
he’ll turn up and be the best.

You see, he already plays baseball
and is convinced that he’ll master
cricket in no time. That may well
be true but one problem is the dif-
ferent rules, or laws as they are
called in cricket, he has to learn.

So to help Brian and his friend
Ryan get in the know, | sat
down and answered their myr-
iad of questions as they fired
them at me...

Are there halls and strikes
like hasehall?

Not quite. You have a bowler and
he bowls an over at a time. An over
is six balls. He uses these six balls
to try and remove the batsman in a
number of ways. It doesn’t matter if
the ball is hit or not.

How do you get out?

The best way to get the bats-
man “out” is to hit the batsman’s
stumps; the three sticks he’s trying
to protect. The batsman is also out
if the ball is hit and caught without
it touching the ground.

Why are they called a howler?

The bowler is the guy who “pitch-
es” the ball, but the action is totally
different to baseball. Rather than
sling the ball, his arm must come
over his shoulder in a circular mo-
tion. He releases the ball from
above his head.

Why does the hall hounce?
Why not use a rubber hall?
A cricket ball is made of leather.
The ball bounces to add more
variety to the game. Rather than
just having a good eye, batters
must be able to deal with a spin-
ning ball, variety of bounce and
also a swinging ball. That is a ball
that moves from left to right or vice
versa before it bounces.

How doyouwin? Doyou score
more than the other team?
There are two ways to win in crick-
et. For example, a team bats first
and scores 200 runs. If the team
batting second scores 201 runs
while only losing four of the 11
batsmen, the team batting second
wins by six wickets. That is the re-
maining amount of batsmen still
left to come. It's not seven wickets
because a batsman can’t bat on
his own, he must have a partner.

Using the same example, if the
team batting second this time
scores 192 runs and all the bats-
men are out or the overs are com-
plete then the team batting first
wins by eight runs.

Is there an equivalent to a
home run? How far do you
have to hitit?

There’s no equivalent really. When
batting the most a batsman can
get from one shot is six runs. He
does this by hitting the ball in the
air over the boundary rope. If the
ball hits the ground but still goes
over the boundary rope then this
is four runs.

Why do they use paddies in-
stead of hats?

What do you mean? It is a bat.

Can you hit the hall back-
wards? Is it in play if you hit
ithackwards?

Yes, the batsman can hit the ball
anywhere they like. The captain
can also put the fielders anyway on
the playing field that he likes too.

There is a foul ball if the bowler
breaks the bowling rules. These
include bowling the ball above
chest height without the ball
bouncing, and overstepping the
bowling line. These result in a
run being added to the batting
team’s score and an extra ball
being bowled.

How far away is the pitcher
from the hatter?

Cricket is played on a wicket,
which is a flattened piece of grass.
The distance between the stumps
is 22 yards. That is 20.12 metres
for anyone who does not use the
imperial system.

Doesitmatterifyou're aleft-
handed howier or hatter?
No, not at all. In fact some peo-
ple believe left-handed batsmen
are seen as more graceful and
difficult to bowl against. Left-
handed bowlers are quite rare
these days.

Are there any good Ameri-
can players in cricket?

I think you know the answer to
that question...

f you're interested in learning

more about cricket and would
like to play in Nanjing, feel free to
contact the Nanjinger at thenanjin-
ger@sinoconnexion.com. [T



